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Care Circles - A new twist on a very old thing. 

In a time when the world seems so chaotic, any one of us can begin to think, no one cares about me; I’m 

not appreciated.  As we try to manage ourselves in our personal life and balance that with everything going on 

around us and in the world, it can be overwhelming.  Evil, if you believe in such a thing, creeps into these small 

fractures and pushes people apart, exacerbating an already difficult situation.  To counteract this, I invite us to 

engage in a simple task – pray for each other – by name.  I know, I know…You want us to add yet another thing 

to this craziness?!  Yes.  We care because God first cared for us.  By taking 60 sec/day to lift each other to God 

in prayer, we care for ourselves while we care for others.  By the Holy Spirit, we are nourished through this simple 

act of praying for another.  By caring, we diminish the power of evil to separate and divide.  To accomplish this, 

we are forming Care Circles. 

  

A Care Circle is a random group of church members and friends who will pray for each other.   The Care and 

Visitation Team will create these Circles by using our current list of members and friends, keeping family units 

together.  If you wish to be in a different Circle than your partner/spouse/parent/children, please let the church 

office know.   Near the end of May, you will receive a list of folks who are in your Care Circle.  (If you do not 

receive a list by May 26, please contact the church office.  No one will be left out intentionally but with all our 

changes this past year some names and emails might slip through the cracks.)  

  

To kick off this venture, a Care Circle lunch is planned for Sunday, May 31st – more details to follow.  This is an 

opportunity to meet the folks on your list and for us to talk about the ways we can pray.  In conjunction with this 

venture, we would like to have a church directory out and available by that date.  The directory will only be 

available to the people who are in the directory.  We need two things from you to do that: 

 

1. Permission to list you and your family in the directory to include: phone, email, mailing address 

and a picture.  Please let the church office know what of your information we can include. 

2. A picture of you and/or your family. 

 

May the struggles of the world bring us together rather than pull us apart. Let’s care to lift each other in 

prayer.     

        - Jennifer 
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Worship in May 

May 3, 2026 – 5th Sunday of Easter 

Communion, Death & Resurrection 

Acts 7:55-60; John 14:1-14 

Flowers: Laura Frogameni 

Greeter 

Usher: Justin Chick 

Liturgist: Stefanie Adair 

Reader: Leon Drzewianowski 

Fellowship: Susan & Brian Swift and Michele Whiting 

 

May 10, 2026 – 6th Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

Acts 17:22-31; 1 Peter 3:13-18; John 14:15-21 

Flowers Sally Griggs 

Greeter 

Usher: Marc Waller 

Liturgist: Justin Chick 

Reader: Debbie Davis 

Fellowship: Sue Anderson & Michele Whiting 

Childcare 

 

May 17, 2026 – 7th Sunday of Easter 

at Maines Field 

Acts 1:6-14; John 17:1-11 

Greeter 

Usher: Jon Dietrich 

Liturgist 

Reader: Ruth Griggs 

Fellowship: Ruth Griggs & Michele Whiting 

May 24, 2026 – Pentecost 

Spirited worship, Birthday of the Church 

Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39 

Flowers 

Greeter: Mark Dion 

Usher: Ron Korza 

Liturgist 

Reader: Floyd Cheung 

Fellowship: Sarah Briggs & Michele Whiting 

Childcare 

 

May 31, 2026 – Trinity 

Lay Sunday, Care Circle lunch, Search Team Commissioning 

Flowers 

Greeter 

Usher: Marc Waller 

Liturgist: Hazel Waller 

Reader 

Fellowship: Carolyn Dion & Michele Whiting 

Pastoral Care & Changed Office Hours 

Please Feel free to contact me at any time. Messages 

left at the church phone (413) 584-5500 x2 will be 

emailed to me. You can send an email to 

minister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org or call or 

text my cell phone. My open office hours for the month 

of May are Mondays 1:00-3:00 PM, Tuesdays 10:00-

11:30 AM and Thursdays 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM. – Rev. 

Geary 

Team Meetings in May 

5/4  7PM Elected Core Ministry (Zoom) 

5/10 11AM Outreach (Heritage Room) 

5/13  7PM Building & Grounds (Zoom) 

5/14 4PM Care & Visitation (Zoom) 

5/20 7PM Finance (Zoom)  

5/27 7PM Building & Grounds (Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gemma Leese Goldsmith 
 
Parents:  
Courtney (Aquadro) and Paul 
Goldsmith 
 
Grandparents: 
Richard & Sabra Aquadro 
 

Imari Yagmin 
Parents:  Yvanna & Joseph Yagmin 
Grandmother:  Janet Abrue 
 

file://///ECN-SERVER01/Redirected$/administration/Documents/SPIRE/2026%20Spires/May/minister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org
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Understanding the United Church of Christ 

Monday, May 11th at 7 PM in Addis Hall.   

Edwards Church is a congregation of the United 

Church of Christ. What does that mean to each one of 

the members of the congregation? How was the United 

Church of Christ founded? What is it known for? What 

is it doing now? How are we involved in the wider 

church? These and many other questions will be 

answered on Monday, May 11th at 7 PM in Addis Hall.  

Rev. Jennifer Geary will give a presentation on the 

amazing history of our denomination and its role in 

society today. She will also try to share this 

presentation through Zoom but cannot guarantee the 

quality of that option.  Here is the Zoom link  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87401056689?pwd=akQbV

7XdboW4ycabZUN68b69vOrGXa.1  

 

Worship at Maines Field 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 

A lovely outdoor worship setting. Smith College 

graduation is at 10 AM on Sunday, May 17th. This 

makes church parking quite difficult. To mitigate that 

burden we will be worshiping at Maines Field, 570 

Riverside Drive in Florence. Please bring your own 

chairs. Worship will be at 10 AM as usual. If you do not 

drive and need a ride over there, please contact the 

church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Tea – Tuesday, May 26 

Take a mid-afternoon break and join us at 3:00 PM as 

we enjoy delicious snacks and wonderful 

conversation. Open to all! 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays 11 AM– via Zoom 

Join us every Wednesday as we read together the 

passages for the upcoming Sunday. Every day is a 

stand-alone event so come when you can and join our 

lively discussion. Scripture for each meeting is listed in 

the worship section of the Spire and in the previous 

week’s bulletin. Let the church office know if you 

would like to have your name added to the weekly 

Zoom invitation. Or simply join at the appropriate time 

here.  

YOU! are designing and leading worship 

Sunday, May 31 is Lay Sunday 

Here’s your opportunity to plan it the way you want it.  

During the month of May, Rev. Geary will work with a 

group of planners to design the service. On day of, 

different folks will lead each part of the service. The 

planners and the leaders do not need to be the same 

people. Rev. Geary will show you how to pick the 

scripture lessons, design the service, (it might look very 

different), and how to choose the hymns and prayers.  

If you are interested in any part of planning or leading 

worship that Sunday, please let Rev. Geary know. The 

first planning meeting will be scheduled for the first 

week of May. 

Care Circle Lunch 

Sunday, May 31, 11:15 AM 

Plan to dine at the church following worship on 

Sunday, May 31st. This will be an opportunity to learn 

more about the Care Circle ministry and to meet the 

members of your Circle.  More info will be sent to you 

directly concerning the food, etc. 

Graduate Sunday 

Calling all graduates from whatever level of schooling. 

If you have finished and are moving on, let us know. 

We would love to share your joy and future plans in the 

June Spire. Also, we would love to celebrate your 

accomplishment and offer a blessing during Sunday 

morning worship. Please share your information with 

the church office. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87401056689?pwd=akQbV7XdboW4ycabZUN68b69vOrGXa.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87401056689?pwd=akQbV7XdboW4ycabZUN68b69vOrGXa.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89349775279?pwd=Btt2MQshv1wotQgQbcsKfrYbpaIORb.1
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Investment Team Update 

In March, the Investment Committee voted to invest 

$250,000 from the church's investment portfolio into 

the Community First Fund of Common Capital. 

Common Capital is a non-profit community loan fund 

and Small Business Administration micro-lender 

located in Springfield. About 9 years ago, the 

Investment Committee made its first alternative 

investment in this fund, which is used to provide loans 

for small businesses in our region. Loans are made 

available to small, new and minority-owned 

businesses, typically businesses to which banks can not 

lend. As of June, 2023, Common Capital's loan 

portfolio totaled $7.7 MM and loans were made to 

businesses owned by people with low-to-moderate 

income (47%); businesses owned by women (54%) and 

businesses owned by people of color (54%). The 

Investment Committee is pleased to soon have a total 

of $800,000 invested in local alternative investments 

that positively affect individuals that live here in the 

413.  

 

If you have any questions, please reach out to one of 

the Investment Committee members - Ruth Griggs, 

Leon Drzewianowski, Carl Erickson, Sue Anderson, 

Dawn Scaparotti. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships/Camperships Available 

The Edwards Church Scholarship Team is currently 

accepting scholarship/campership applications on a 

rolling basis. Applications are welcome throughout the 

year and decisions will be made quarterly with awards 

to follow. To access the application form, please click 

here.  

Please sign and date your application. If you have 

previously applied please include a new essay/update 

for the team. This fund is open to all regardless of age, 

religion, national origin, sexual or gender expression. 

Elected Core Ministry 

The ECM met on April 14th. After hearing reports from 

various Teams, the ECM decided it would prefer to 

receive a report or minutes from all Teams to be read 

prior to the ECM meeting. This will allow more time 

for broader church issues to be discussed. 

Items discussed as follow up from the Church retreat:  a 

process for discussing the church name, the creation of 

both a Worship Team and a Stewardship Team, the 

timing for consideration of an additional ministerial 

position. 

ECM’s primary focus for the month of May is selecting 

and commissioning the Ministerial Search Committee. 

Search Process 

The Transition Team has completed the church profile 

and will make it available to church members 

soon.  The Elected Core Ministry is currently forming 

the Search Team with an expected commissioning date 

of May 31st. The Search Team will then begin 

circulating the church profile by July 1. The Search 

Team will continue to receive ministerial profiles and 

conduct interviews until it has found the right candidate 

for this time in the life of this congregation. There is no 

predicting how long this will take. Thank you to 

everyone who has participated in helping the Transition 

Team to do its work. Please hold the Search Team in 

your prayers throughout the coming months. 

https://edwardschurchnorthampton.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Edwards-Church-Scholarship-Application.pdf


5 
 

 

 

Hampshire Pride – Saturday, May 2, 2026 

You're Invited to a Parade! 

Join the Edwards Church Pride Parade Contingent at the Hampshire Pride Parade. It’s a fun and festive way to 

spend time together as we march with other area UCC churches and live out our church’s commitment to love & 

celebrate LGBTQ+ folks. 

Details:  

• 10 – 11 am We will gather in the Sheldon Field parking  

o (corner of Bridge St. & Old Ferry Rd) 

• 11-ish – 12 noon The Parade steps off & marches up Bridge St. and down Main St. 

o for about 1 mile at a slow to moderate pace, parade concludes  

o at Main St. & Old South St. 

We will have rainbow umbrellas for folks to use on the day of to both protect us from the sun and to spread Pride 

far and wide. 

12-5 pm: Optional to attend is the Hampshire Pride Festival in the parking lot behind Thornes featuring booths 

sponsored by local organizations &amp; businesses, plus entertainment & speakers. 

Thank you for considering this invitation 

to show our support for the LGBTQ+ community! 
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Musical May (all events in the Sanctuary)  

1. Sunday, May 3rd at 4:00 PM Boston Harmony  

It's Boston Harmony concert time. We hope to see you 

and share our joy in harmony. 

Please invite your friends, and share this with your 

community. Share the poster (Discussion tab)! Our 

regional, multigenerational ensemble brings together 

singers from all around New England. This season's 

repertoire, learned from the tradition bearers, includes: 

South Africa in Xhosa and Sotho languages, regions of 

Caucasus Georgia, Bulgaria, Corsica, Lithuania, the 

Occitan region of France, a setting of Yiddish poetry, 

and both contemporary and traditional American Shape 

Note compositions. 

Sliding scale admission at the door: $5–$25 

Cash or Venmo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Saturday, May 9th at 7:30 PM Pioneer Valley 

Capella (Sanctuary “The Fruit of Silence” Pioneer 

Valley Cappella, Geoff Hudson, conductor, 

presents "The Fruit of Silence," choral meditations 

on peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Friday May 15th 2026 at 7pm - Cruda Amarilli 

 

The Tiny 

Glass 

Camerata  

sings songs 

and 

madrigals 

of the 16th 

and 17th 

centuries. 

Led by 

Sophie 

Michaux 

and Adam 

Simon, our 

very own 

Valley 

based 

ensemble 

Tiny Glass 

Camerata offers a selection of joyful madrigals, songs, 

and chansons by Dowland, Strozzi, Monteverdi, 

Purcell, Del Melle and more.  

 

Tiny Glass Camerata, vocal ensemble 

Sophie Michaux, mezzo-soprano 

Dani Zanuttini-Frank, lute and theorbo 

Adam Simon, bass 

4. Tuesday, May 19th at 7:00 PM - MUSIC AT 

THE CROSSROADS  

The South River Singers 

An eclectic mix of world-choral music spanning many 

continents and many centuries. Directed by Sophie 

Michaux and Adam Simon. 

Suggested Donation: $10-30 

100% of donations will benefit Northampton 

Community Music Center -- www.ncmc.net 

 

http://www.sophiemichaux.com/
https://www.newberryconsort.org/bios-1/rotem-gilbert-7x5ww
http://www.adamjacobsimon.com/
http://www.ncmc.net/
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United Church of Church Happenings 

Our Congregation is allowed to have four delegates and 

any number of visitors attend these events.  Delegates 

must be church members.  Please let the church office 

know which event you can attend. 

Hampshire Association Installations 

• May 17th, 3 PM Installation of the Rev. Susan 

Cartmell at South Church Amherst, UCC 

• May 24th, 3 PM Installation of Larry Picard as 

a Lay Pastor at North Hadley Cong’l Church, 

UCC 

Hampshire Association Annual Meeting 

The Hampshire Association of the United Church of 

Christ is holding its Annual Meeting on Sunday June 

7th at 3:00 PM at the Plainfield Congregational Church, 

356 West Main Street, Plainfield, MA. Our guest 

speaker will Mark Longhurst, author of The Holy 

Ordinary and host of the Holy Ordinary podcast.   

The Plainfield Church is preparing to close its doors so 

this will be the last Association event to happen there 

before that official ceremony. 

 

Interfaith Events 

Northampton Interfaith Roundtable 

The Northampton Interfaith Reparations Roundtable 

meets monthly on the third Monday at 4:30 pm. Its 

participants are representatives of Northampton faith 

communities, including our congregation! Below are 

two educational and reparative opportunities we are 

sharing with our respective faith communities. If you 

would like to learn more about the Northampton 

Interfaith Reparations Roundtable, or perhaps join me 

in attending, please be in touch! –  

Laura Frogameni, call/text 413-270-0287, 

laurafrogameni@northampton-k12.us 

• Volunteer on Pequoig Farm, Orange, MA 

Thursday, May 21, 9 am - 12 pm 

The Congregation B'nai Israel Reparations 

Working Group and Abundance Farm invites 

you to come volunteer with us at Pequoig 

Farm, a Nipmuc led initiative to advance 

indigenous food sovereignty. Last time we 

cleared fields of weeds and rocks, shelled 

white flint corn, sorted traditional varieties of 

beans to prepare for seed planting, and got to 

meet their wonderful staff and baby goats. For 

questions or to join in, 

email judiwisch@gmail.com. 
 

• Attend the Odenong Powwow Saturday May 

23 11 am - 6 pm & Sunday May 24, 11 am - 5 

pm 

Since 2021, the Odenong Powwow has been 

going strong as an in person, two-day event in 

Amherst, MA. The only event of its kind in the 

area- offering the chance for local Native 

people to be in community, demonstrate our 

skills, and offer an educational space for folks 

to learn a little about the Indigenous folks here. 

Education Opportunities 

Truth in Advertising: How Churches Can 

Authentically Communicate their Values 

Sunday, May 3rd at 1:30pm 

First Congregational Church 

91 South Main St. 

Sunderland, MA 01375 

 

Workshop description: Local churches have so much 

to offer; but do their communities know that? Through 

a mix of storytelling and practical tips, we’ll explore 

how to authentically communicate your values and 

practice extravagant welcome.  

 

This is part of the Franklin Association Spring Meeting 

and SNEUCC members from outside the host 

Association are invited to join for the workshop 

presentation! 

Lunch & Learn for Leaders 

Lunch & Learn for Leaders is a twice monthly, first & 

third Thursday at noon, series hosted by the SNEUCC 

Center for Transformational Leadership. Each month 

mailto:laurafrogameni@northampton-k12.us
https://www.pequoigfarm.org/
https://www.pequoigfarm.org/
mailto:judiwisch@gmail.com
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/19666385
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/19666385
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offers a bite-size opportunity to learn valuable concepts 

and practices from a subject expert. The wide-ranging 

topics are relevant to areas of ministry in which you, 

our clergy and lay leaders, have requested or expressed 

interest.  The Lunch & Learn for Leaders series is 

offered at no cost to participants through your 

proportional giving to Our Churches Wider Mission 

(OCWM) and the generosity of Friends of the 

Conference and other individual donors! 

Upcoming Sessions:  

Lunch and Learn: Tapping the Brakes of Conflict 

May 7, 12:00 to 1:00 PM • Online 

Mark Seifried and Stephen Beals of the SNEUCC 

Restorative Justice Task Team will share how circle 

process is a structure that can facilitate wholesome, 

holistic communication in congregations and other 

communities. 

Lunch and Learn: Get to Know the SNEUCC 

Legacy & Redevelopment Corp. 

May 21, 12:00 to 1:00 PM • Online 

Join Director for Legacy & Church Redevelopment 

Rev. Chris Mereschuk and Associate Director for 

New Church Development Rev. Julia Khan 

to learn how the SNEUCC Legacy Corporation 

supports "faithful endings and inspired beginnings". 

Lunch and Learn: Sacred Reckonings - A 

Congregational Approach to Liberative Repair 

June 4, 12:00 to 1:00 PM • Online 

Christian churches are called to reckon with histories 

of colonization and White supremacy that have 

broken lives, bodies, relationships, and the Earth. 

Sacred Reckonings is a holistic process teaching that 

reparation is more than just dollars. It includes truth-

telling, spiritual practice, relationship, political 

solidarity, alongside wealth return.  

 

 

 

 

Tithe.ly Springtime Advancement 

As you may know, over the past year we have adopted 

a new church management system, Tithe.ly, which has 

brought significant enhancements to the life of our 

church. These improvements include expanded 

communications, pledge management, online giving, 

volunteer coordination, and, in the coming weeks, the 

launch of a new church app. 

In May, we will begin sharing information with the 

congregation about how to make the most of this new 

system so we can use it to its fullest potential. This will 

include detailed guidance on how to sign up, manage 

your pledge and giving profile, and register for 

volunteer opportunities. Thank you for your time, 

attention, and support as we continue rolling out these 

new initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!CFmy172G-X0dcEXtkOt5lEUTfjFUPd45ToHmRZ56T7Mt7pPQ+eML+RuoIP+HU0eTMvxmcudhadai6tvL7-Sy4s
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!BJ48gxKhNSjlx6bgaKHQyeTwtMnp9X2gjIy0xGpGjs4Fm3ouI7Yo-P9oz8Ig3Fe8Mxo0R9Gefs4291KSTuglvs
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!BJ48gxKhNSjlx6bgaKHQyeTwtMnp9X2gjIy0xGpGjs4Fm3ouI7Yo-P9oz8Ig3Fe8Mxo0R9Gefs4291KSTuglvs
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!zUfk-N8qCvm2lkiI+1TnIgvc1DtWKMuCj14cOOHLFbgSoi+IK51fPPT3F5EA0E-88xVqbOJL10vFndMxUsquCc
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!zUfk-N8qCvm2lkiI+1TnIgvc1DtWKMuCj14cOOHLFbgSoi+IK51fPPT3F5EA0E-88xVqbOJL10vFndMxUsquCc
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Volunteer Updates 

The QR code that was previously shared with the congregation does not work to sign up to volunteer for Sunday 

morning. If you sign up via the QR code, it signs up Rev. Geary instead of you. If you want to volunteer for 

Sunday morning, you must use the link that was emailed from the church office. If you need to receive that link, 

please contact Keith. He will happily send it as often as needed.  

 

Graphics © Communication Resources, Inc., ChurchArt.com. Used by permission. 

Gratitude Corner 
If you see someone doing something nice, 

 share a gratitude here.  

Thank you to: 

• The Tuckers and Dietrichs for the beautiful flowers 

growing in front of the church 

• Adam and the Choir for the beautiful music that 

helps us worship 

• The Transition Team for walking the congregation 

through a thoughtful discernment process and 

writing the church profile. 

• All the volunteers that make this church such a vital 

ministry. 

 

 

Ann Able 

Sarah Briggs 

Debbie Davis 

Sally Griggs 

Owen Hutchison  

Lynda Kamik 

Lynn Koerbel 

Christie Moulton 

Rutherford Wilson 

Haiku written on Mt. Sugarloaf looking 

down at the Connecticut River and 

across to UMass landscape. 

 

Flowing round the bend 

A tall tower lifts its head 

Scholars in the midst 

- Sandra Rossi 

Sexton Haiku: 

 

 

Wisdom of flowers — 

Something older than winter  

remembers to bloom  

 

mailto:info@edwardschurchnorthampton.org
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7:00 PM Music 

at Crossroads 
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