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Dear Edwards Church Community, 

On Pentetcost morning most of the Christian world,          

including the congregation of Edwards Church, gathered to       

celebrate the gifts of the spirit to all communities around the world 

that gather to carry on the ministry of Jesus.  All the different  

communities are encouraged and guided by the same spirit that 

was in Jesus, as much as they are open to it.  

While the congregation of Edwards gathered in our       

sanctuary on May 28, I was nervously walking around Denver, CO 

with notes of what I had prepared to say about my nephew and his 

beloved, whose wedding I would officiate a few hours later. I was 

not happy with what I had prepared. The content was good, but it 

was too formal for this young couple. So I walked and prayed for inspiration, not so much 

petitioning God to make my words better, but to relax my heart, mind and spirit to be   

supple enough to live into the moment and trust the Spirit that connects us all to help me 

express what I wanted to share appropriately.  

Ginger and Riley were thrilled to be finally married. The 

gathered families and friends appreciated all the words 

spoken by me and others. Those words were both tailored 

to the moment and still timeless. As the bride said in her 

personally prepared vows: “What is it, in ten or twenty or 

seventy years, that will make this wedding … this amazing 

day, seem dated? The style of our clothes, I’m sure. … 

This day, our wedding day, will be tucked in the folds of 

time, to remember and to cherish. But our marriage, that 

which begins today, will go on, constant but dynamic, 

growing, adapting. For though we may look back and 

laugh at our haircuts, the expressions of joy we wear today 

will be the same, ten or fifty years from now.” 
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The setting of the wedding was one of the couple’s favorite locations, Red Rocks      

outside Denver. The geological age of the venue creates a stunning backdrop, with exposed 

rock surfaced recently in geological time, only tens of thousands of years ago, while the Rocky 

Mountains themselves are much older, at 35 to 80 million years.  With my family duty         

fulfilled, I was free to enjoy the festivities and, between moments of celebration, do what one 

naturally does, i.e., wonder what it all means. 

I came away from this important gathering to celebrate a new marriage, on a weekend 

when Christianity as a movement celebrates the birthday of the church, more convinced than 

ever that it matters – more than we like to admit – that we communicate to our children and 

grandchildren not the importance of how Christianity is currently expressed (or was when we 

were younger), but the why it matters 

My nephew and his spouse are both wonderfully compassionate, ethical people. Both 

were baptized and exposed to organized Christianity. Both have parents that cared enough 

about church to get them there. But neither of them cares about church now or wanted any   

explicitly religious language in their service, because it does not speak to them. And they     

exemplify their generation. 

The spiritual lives of the children and            

grandchildren of Boomers typically have less to do with 

the way we worship and much more to do with how we 

address persistent social problems. Not because younger 

adults are uninterested in spiritual life, but because a 

spiritual life that is not clearly connected to practical  

service and moral-ethical living is neither persuasive nor 

interesting to them. 

The way we do church matters, but staying focused on why we do it matters more.  If 

we are embarrassed to talk about why we are drawn to worship and service, then we are   

probably not going to grow. What might you say when someone whose love and approval you 

no longer need to worry about asks why you go to church?  The kind of church we will have in 

the future is built on the answer. The research is clear on this: new members of churches   

overwhelmingly come from people who hear about it from current members. 

In her letter, Deb invites us to consider some spiritual reading and discussion. I plan to 

join. I hope you will too. We are all people who wonder about the meaning of it all.  We all 

have thoughts about life, about God and Jesus (I hope), and what difference it makes whether 

and how we love God and neighbor.  Maybe practicing talking about this first with each other 

will make it easier and more natural to talk to others about such things with friends and 

strangers. Only one way to find out. 

In faith, with hope, for love, 

Michael 
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From the Minister of Faith Formation 
 

Dear Beloved of God, 
  

A virtual retreat Friday night June 2 through Saturday June3rd will bring to culmination an 

eight-month Shalom Institute for Spiritual Formation program titled Heart Longings: An 

Invitation to the Contemplative Path that I and twenty-five others from four countries have 

been participating in.  Interest and participation in this program was personal – my own 

spiritual self-care.   

Some gleanings from the various seminars have been shared in previous newsletters such 

as exploring the question what if paying attention to what we long for is part of how we 

find God’s longing for us; some links to YouTube videos or short documentaries were 

shared.  Reflection and journaling were sparked by the wisdom of Rumi and Hafiz such 

as: 

“You are – we all are- the beloved of the Beloved, and in every moment, in every event in 

your life, the Beloved is whispering to you exactly what you need to hear and know…listen 

and you will discover it…”1 

The Seed Cracked Open 

It used to be 

That when I would wake in the morning 

I could with confidence say, 

What am “I” going to do? 

That was before the seed cracked open. 

Now Hafiz is certain: 

There are two of us housed 

In this body… 

Now when I awake 

All the internal instruments play the same music: 

God, what love-mischief can “We” do for the world today?2 

Required reading included selected chapters in books by Gerald May (The Awakened 

Heart: Opening Yourself to the Love You Need), Christine Valters Painter (The Artist Rule: 

nurturing your creative soul with monastic wisdom), Lauren Artress (Walking a Sacred 

Path), John Phillip Newell (Listening for the Heartbeat of God: A Celtic Spirituality), 

Charles Marsh (The Beloved Community – How Faith Shapes Social Justice, From the 

Civil Rights Movement to Today) and full texts by Howard Thurman (Jesus and the      

Disinherited), and Lerita Coleman Brown (What Makes You Come Alive: A Spiritual Walk 

with Howard Thurman).  

Each of the seminars, along with a required monthly group spiritual direction component, 

have nurtured, expanded, caused reflection and humbled me along my continued spiritual 

journey. 
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I continue to reflect on many of the readings, participation in this experience, and am          

particularly grateful for the April seminar on “Sacred Activism: Contemplative Grounding for 

Social Change” led by Lerita Coleman Brown which focused on the contemplative mystic 

Howard Thurman.  Howard Thurman made a connection between contemplation and social 

justice. He was a spiritual mentor to Martin Luther King, Jr., Bayard Rustin, James Famer, 

James Lawson, Jesse Jackson, John Lewis and many others during the Civil Rights movement.  

He continues to mentor many today, myself incuded. 

Thurman, in his book, Jesus and the Disinherited, begins by stating three facts about Jesus: (1) 

Jesus was a Jew, (2) Jesus was a poor Jew, (3) Jesus was a member of a minority group in the 

midst of a larger dominant and controlling group.3 In her presentation, Lerita Coleman Brown, 

quoted Thurman as saying “I am not representing the religion about Jesus, that is the religion 

that oppressed and also had a lot to do with domination and subjugation; the religion of Jesus 

is though, a liberating religion and a religion the oppressed can own, because Jesus was       

oppressed. Your thoughts? 

In our noise filled world and lives, Lerita Coleman Brown also offered Howard Thurman’s 

three pillars of the spiritual path to assist in strengthening, facilitating, bringing peace and 

healing to our spiritual growth: silence, stillness, and solitude.  She suggested we allow      

ourselves “pause pockets” one, two, or three minutes of silence throughout the day.  Perhaps 

this is something many of you already practice.  If not, what would that look like for you…for 

our youth? 

Once, when Howard Thurman was asked his advice for what needed to be done in the world, 

he responded, “Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive and go do 

that, because what the world needs is more people who have come alive.”  As we head into the 

summer months, I invite you to ponder the question: what makes you come alive? and to     

invite others - family members, church members, friends, co-workers, etc. to ponder the same 

question.  As always, I am not asking you to do anything I wouldn’t do; that question         

continually gives me cause for pondering and also looking for the aliveness around me. 

Blessings, and safe travels during the summer months. 

Deb 

 

 

 

 

 
 
1 Jelaluddin, Rumi, Light Upon Light: Inspirations from Rumi by Andrew Harvey. 
2 The Seed Cracked Open by Hafiz in The Gift:Poems by Hafiz translated by Daniel Ladinsky. 
3 Thurman, Howard.  Jesus and the Disinherited Beacon Press, MA. 1976, ppg 3-8. 
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ECM Meeting Notes 

May 15, 2023 

Attendees: Heather, Sheri, Leon, Jack, Mark, Michael. 

Facilitator: Leon     

Minutes: Heather 

Opening Devotional: Sheri 

Rumi poem. The guest house. 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: Everyone 

approved. no changes. 

Search Team update: Mark 

First round interviews held. Team is set to meet with Michael this week to finalize 

second round process. Second round will be in person. 

Music Team update: Mark 

Meeting tomorrow. Next concert on June 23: Tundi opera concert, Tristan and 

Isolde. No date for Dave Haughey yet. Will reach out to Danny again about 

holiday concert. May ask ECM for money for some unforeseen concert        

expenses. 

Note on Sunday service Youtube quality this weekend – did not hear all of the 

singers and have been able to in the past. Especially did not hear the           

congregation. Michael will continue to work on getting the problems resolved. 

Suggest we add this to the next ECM meeting agenda, since it keeps coming 

up. 

A/V Upgrade update: Mark 

Just waiting for a few items to arrive and then work will begin. We need to hire 

our electrician to do some work, and we did not figure that into the estimate. 

Will be pulling a hard wire for internet service to the basement. 

Finance Team update (sign contracts?): Leon 

Investment account $7.5M as of April 11, 2023 

Have a concern about pledges because they have been dropping and are lower 

than expected. 

Budget $28K and only at $23K as of April. Should not be this far under. 

Need to watch this trend. 

New Way: Increach $28K. Outreach $81K and some is already committed, have 

roughly $41K still to give. ECM: $27K. all as of April 

Signature approval policy: We have not historically had a policy. Sabra              

recommended: $10K signature limit for Senior Minister, Treasurer and      

Moderator, unless specifically approved by ECM. Over $10K would need to be 

voted on by ECM. Exceptions would be made for budgeted amounts that      

appear in the annual budget, like the annual insurance policies. If ECM has  

approved a project and its fixed budget, then a member from ECM could sign 

the agreement, if one of the three primary signatories was not available. ECM 

voted and approved this new policy. 
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Thriving Congregation: Sheri 

Emails have gone to individuals interested in hosting dinner groups. Deb is just   

waiting for responses. 

Deb had great two weeks with her granddaughter! 

Pew Situation       All 

The time has come to let go of the extra pews that have been stored in the back of the 

sanctuary.  We removed three pews from the front of the church in 2020. We     

decided to leave them out as an experiment, to see how people felt. Although 

there has not been huge uptake, there has been gradual acceptance of the           

opportunities to make creative use of a more flexible space. 

We have had congregants sit facing other congregants across the center aisle 

during special services when that layout seems appropriate. It can create a 

feeling of more connection among individuals. It also allows for more   

flexibility for music arrangements, and the cushioned chairs are really  

comfy. 

A layout for the pews in the back has been proposed, with one pew against the wall 

under the front windows and two more spaced consistently with the main sitting 

area in front. So there would be three pews in the back on each side of the center 

aisle. Then there would be the free standing "half wall," which includes a hymnal 

rack, bolted to the floor in front of the third pew out from the window.   

Imagine you are entering the sanctuary through the double doors off the front 

lobby.  Now imagine a line across the sanctuary running perpendicular from 

the edge of the doorway closest to Main Street straight across the sanctuary 

toward State Street.  The half wall would be placed parallel to, but further 

back than, that line across the sanctuary.  The half wall and the last pew   

already permanently installed to the right of the doorway into the sanctuary 

would create a wide aisle across the back. Pews are about 13 feet long each. 

B&G has tried to find a suitable storage space for the extra pews, which would need 

to be climate controlled to preserve them.  Despite their diligent efforts, no      

storage can be found at a price considered reasonable for storing pews that would 

seem unlikely to be used in the future church. B&G is ready to see them go but 

has no proposal, as they consider it ECM's prerogative. 

Michael suggested the following: 

Announce to the congregation that there are 4 pews available (3 if we decide to 

put one along the slanted wall in the Edwards Room). If a member of our 

community would like to repurpose a pew, all they need to do is make a 

free will donation (in an amount they choose) and provide transportation 

for the pew out of the church before the end of June. The wood and    

craftsmanship of these pews are both high quality, and local woodworkers 

could adapt them. Michael will write the announcement for the bulletin and 

circulate. 

Janet Tucker suggests we have all interested parties come on the same day.  
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Coolidge pew: In its current place or in the Edwards Room.  If the Edwards Room 

then we do not have room for preserving one of the extra pews. 

ECM agrees that it is time to give the pews away per Michael’s suggestion. 

Safe Church/Safe Conduct update: Deb 

Will be recruiting volunteers over the summer to update safe church/safe church   

policy. 

Change Mask Sign: Mark 

Text: Masks Not Required, But Welcome! Approved by ECM. Mark will have these 

printed, laminated and put up at the church.  

Rewriting By-Laws Update: All 

Jeff Prince is happy to help with some guidance. Michael will give him an electronic 

copy of the bylaws. Laura Frogemeni could help after the music search team has 

disbanded. Could we put a request in the bulletin? Chuck McCullaugh would be a 

great addition. Michael will ask him and put a note in the bulletin.  

This is a finite project that needs to be done, or mostly done, by the next annual 

meeting.  

Carolyn Dion is interested in being the church historian, if we have a job                

description… 

ECM needs to prepare to give the by-laws a charge. 

Other Business?: All 

Money for a pop-up tent (20x20 at Ocean State between $150 - 400) to use in    

courtyard for fellowship in the summer? Use $432 from ECM new way funds. 

Needs to be taken down each Sunday. Mark will take the lead.  

Michael would like to regather the REACH team for a consult. There were some    

assumptions built into the design that may no longer be true. Laura F, Janet T, 

Debbie D, Ella S and Sandra R were on the team. Could this team and ECM meet 

together to do some informal assessment and brainstorming? What would we 

change in the plan that was presented? See if we could have a meeting on a     

Sunday afternoon after church. Mark has a binder of what the REACH team     

recommended and he will make copies for Heather and Jack. 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, June 20 at 7:15 pm. and July 18 at 7:15 pm. Maybe focus on third Tuesdays 

of the month. 

Retreat for this group? Need to plan a date for current and former ECM members.

   

Assignments for next meeting 

Agenda: Leon 

Facilitator: Mark 

Opening Devotional: Heather 

Minutes: Sheri 

Closing Prayer: Jack 

Closing Prayer: Jack 

Bishop Tutu 

Minister Review (Executive Session): ECM  
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Interfaith Shelter Meal Update 

 

Dear Edwards Church Community, 
 

I’m writing with gratitude for all who recently volunteered their time and talent to provide 

for the third Friday meal at the Shelter on Center Street:  Shauneen Kroll, Lynda Kamik, 

Deb Moore, Sarah Briggs, Tom Derr, Heather Bell, Peter Ludwig, Ella Stocker, Sandra 

Rossi, Lizzy and Caoline Prince, Jack and Cole Mattison-Gulotta, and Keira and Maren 

Stokes-Buckles as well as for the enormous number of folks who volunteered over the 

past decades too. There are just too many to list!!  
 

I’m also writing with news from the Friends of Hampshire County Homeless (see their 

letter below) as the Edwards’ Third Friday Meal Team will now end its run. We’ve given 

consistently to this mission over the years but I know too that we’ve learned, grown and 

received so much more. We’ve grown closer as church members by working side by side 

on a shared task. We’ve leaned into our worries (will this be enough food, am I acting 

nervous, how can I relax into conversation with people I don’t know and am not sure I 

have something in common with, will folks like what we brought). Those are just a few 

I’ve had over the years. Thank you, faithful and generous Edwards’ community members, 

for your care and love in your volunteer work!  
 

Signing off as your most recent meal team leader - for there were many more Edwards’ 

folks in this role before me! 
 

-Laura Frogameni 
 

P.S. The answer to all of my worries was “sometimes”, sometimes we didn’t make 

enough, sometimes I was awkward, sometimes I had tons in common with folks,       

sometimes guests loved our meals - especially when Jan Heminger made the main course. 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Loyal Meal Teams,  

 

Rick and I want to bring you up to date on all of them. Some were initiated by our board 

and others were unplanned.  We are at a point of challenge and possibilities. 

 

Almost 30 years ago Friends of Hampshire County Homeless Individuals (FHCHI)  

founded the winter shelter in Northampton. We quickly partnered with Servicenet which 

acquired state and other funding for paid caseworkers, along with other supports, while 

the Friends continued to provide volunteer support and some of the finances.   
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 As of April 1st, 2023, the state contract for sheltering in Northampton has transferred to 
Springfield-based Friends of the Homeless, which has run the main shelter in Springfield 
for many years and is now a division of CSO.  CSO/Friends of the Homeless has its own 
way of running shelters, developed over their years of operation.  It does not include 
meals prepared & served by volunteer teams, or our other shelter activities such as       
volunteers stocking kitchen & cleaning supplies, gathering clothing donations, overnight 
volunteers, and so on. 
 

We are sad to be ending this rewarding phase of our history.  However, we think that the 
track record of CSO/FOH shows that they can efficiently provide sheltering in          
Northampton, and we wish them the best.  We are in touch with the shelter director and 
other CSO/FOH staff, and it’s possible that we might work with them on specific needs or 
programs at some time in the future. 
 

FHCHI started a long range Strategic Planning process last summer, to decide our         
priorities and to identify how best to help meet the area’s needs in regards to              
homelessness.  This process is now even more important for us.  As an early result of that 
process we are in the midst of hiring a part-time director, ending almost three decades as 
an all-volunteer organization. We are assessing community needs and considering various 
ways of continuing or expanding current programs and starting new ones, as well as    
possible partnerships in these activities.  Of course, we are considering ways of reaching 
out for help with all of this. 
 

Our work will continue to need volunteers and donors (many of you are both!), and we 
hope you will be interested in participating as we change and grow.  Please share any   
ideas you have, and in what areas you might be interested in helping out. We will keep 
you posted on major changes as they develop. 
 

As always, thank you for all that you have done to enable our mission to help individuals 
experiencing homelessness live with dignity.  I (Pauline) want to say that, personally, 
working with the meal teams has been a most rewarding activity. Your commitment, your 
reliability, your generosity and your kindness have been a source of amazement to me.   
 

Hampshire County is a wonderful area filled with caring people and community spirit,  
reflected in the generous support it provides in time and donations.  We know that you and 
many others will uphold that tradition.   
 

Thank you everyone.  Please let us know your questions, concerns, ideas & thoughts-  
 

Pauline & Rick 
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Summer Camps 
 

 

Faith based summer camps are a wonderful way to experience and connect with the Divine, 

nature, and other campers.  Many wonderful and lasting relationships develop during these 

experiences.  For more information visit any of the following sites:  

http://www.sneucc.org/disciples 
https://www.starisland.org 
https://www.silverlakect.org 
https://hortoncenter.org 
 

For more information or to inquire about camperships, please contact Deb Moore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone Loves Fellowship Hour! 

 

It has been great to see so many people hanging out after worship every Sunday to enjoy     

refreshments and conversations with old and new friends! You can certainly tell that we all 

missed these opportunities to connect in person during the pandemic and are very glad to  

connect in 3-D again! 
 

Our fellowship time after worship is made even better by those who volunteer to serve as 

hosts by setting up light refreshments for those who wish to linger and chat. Fellowship hosts 

arrive at church about 30 minutes before worship to set up the snacks and drinks that are kept 

in stock in the Edwards Room kitchenette. The hosts then stay after church to visit with folks 

during Fellowship time and clean up afterward. If you would like to try hosting, please      

contact Debbie Davis at debradavis1217@gmail.com, who will be happy to show you the 

ropes and, if you'd like, team you up with another volunteer so you can co-host together. 
 

Thank you to the following folks who are currently helping with the Fellowship Host Ministry 

for making our post-worship time tastier!  

Sue Anderson 

Emmy Clausing 

Grace Del Vecchio & Debbie Davis 

Laura Frogameni 

Sandra Rossi 

Susan and Brian Swift 

Michele Whiting 

http://www.sneucc.org
https://www.starisland.org
https://www.silverlakect.org
https://hortoncenter.org
mailto:debradavis1217@gmail.com
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 Karuna Center for       

Peacebuilding 

We all feel the effects of deep political 

and social divides, but what can we do 

to address them effectively? 

Please join us for an inspiring look at 

the power of dialogue in action — in 

Nigeria, Rwanda, and right here in 

Western Massachusetts schools! 

Bringing the Lessons Home: 
The Power of Dialogue, Locally and Globally 

 

Sunday, June 11 
3:00-4:30pm 

Amherst Women's Club 
35 Triangle St 
Amherst, MA 01002 

 

Light refreshments will be provided • All are welcome 
 

We are excited to welcome two special guests: 

Seth Karamage, a Karuna dialogue expert and trainer with over 10 years’ 

experience in community peacebuilding, will be visiting from Rwanda. Seth 

will share insights from his role leading Karuna’s dialogue work in Rwanda 

as well as in Nigeria, where farmers and herders are coming together to   

prevent violence as climate change affects their access to land and water. 

Sam Camera, an Assistant Principal at Amherst-Pelham Regional High 

School, will add perspective from her role as a core participant in Karuna’s 

new BRAVE Schools project. BRAVE Schools works with middle and high 

schools here in Western MA to stop the spread of violence and hate, and 

deepen their work with restorative practices.  

 

Learn More/RSVP 

 

RSVPs are helpful but not required. 

We hope to see you there! 

https://karunacenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b27960f1ff606f579f7a8f1e&id=19a7060496&e=a39ab61923
https://karunacenter.org/events/
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All youth in Grades 6-12 are welcome to be part of the 

Edwards Church Youth Group and to invite a friend.   
 

Here is our upcoming schedule: 
 

Watch for a summer gathering! 

Young Adults 
 

This ministry with our college students and other 

young adults will meet via Zoom on June 4th at 

1:00pm. 

GROUP 

 

 

All knitters, crocheters, and weavers are 

welcome to join this ministry team which meets 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month 

via Zoom from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.  If you would 

like to join us, please email Deb Moore at 

ffmininister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org.   
 

 

If you or someone you know would like a prayer shawl, please contact the church office at 

info@edwardschurchnorthampton.org to arrange a time for pick-up or delivery of a shawl. 

Church School 
 

We will resume in September. Those interested in helping 

nurture our kids in their faith contact Deb Moore at        

ffminister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org  

mailto:ffmininister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org
mailto:info@edwardschurchnorthampton.org
mailto:ffminister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org


13 

 

Pastoral Care 

There is no substitute for personal contact. We have enjoyed meeting in person with many 

folks in the community. There need not be a special reason to meet. We appreciate simply 

staying in touch. We can sit inside or out, take a walk, whatever is comfortable. Please 

email anytime or call us at the church office (413) 584-5500 or on our cell phones.  

Michael        minister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org   cell: 413-531-9729  

Deb              ffminister@edwardschurchnorthampton.org   cell: 413-275-5507 

August 
Glenn Gulotta 

Florence Howes Semb 

Alexandra Webb 

Mark Dion 

Carolyn Dion 

Jeffrey Prince 

Keira Stokes-Buckles  

Benjamin Haughey  

June 
 

Linda Vincent 

Mark Smith 

Jonathon Tucker 

Matthew Teague 

Thomas Derr 

Robert Daniels 

Jennifer Korza 

Mary Lyons 

Sarah McCullagh 

Maren Stokes-Buckles  

Cole Mattison-Gulotta  

July 
 

Beth Firmin 

Melissa Mattison 

Christian Schmidt 

Jon Dietrich 

Phyllis Taylor 

Ellyn McAllister Schmidt 

Lyle Phipps 

Carl Erickson 

Ron Korza 

Dorian Almeida  

SUMMER BIRTHDAYS 
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