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Dear Edwards Church Community,

Symbols have power. They hold meaning, and meaning moves us, holds us together or pulls
us apart. Take the current dust up regarding Colin Kaepernick, a bagk quarterback for the San
Francisco 49ers who has been taking a knee during the national anthem. His decisdaat first to sit
and then to kneel on one knee as a sign of respect for armed
service members, while most others in the stadium stand as
face the flag with hats removed and hands on hearts has
sparked a controversy.

As an NFL quarterback, Kaepernick is a public figure. A
a black man, he has his own perspective on race in America.

a professional athlete who is regularly on TV and who has acce EG—
to the media, he says that his decision not to stand is not abc _

0

himself as much as it is about those with no voice and N0 aCC! g —

to the media.

| am old enough to remember the 1968 Olympic
Games, when gold medalist Tommie Smith and bronze
medalist John Carlos, two black American men, stood on the
medals platform with raised fists. They paid a price, as have
other African Americans like Mohammed Ali, who used their
fame to draw attention to systemic racism. These are not
empty gestures. Social and financial pressures are brought to
bear. Ali gave up his title and the ability to fight for a time.
Tommie Smith and John Carlos had trouble getting work
after their protest.

As important as their voices are (and we need to hear
them), there are other perspectives, which reflect cress
currents in our culture. On August 31, Keith Woods, Vice
President for Diversity in News and Operations at NPR,

of fered an audio salute to his father, a WWII
The Same Reason That Colin Kaepernick Sitsbo.
writes, ol found my father's | ove of country

free but shackled by bigotry. Yet every time he took my brothers and me to see the Saints play
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f oot bal l at old Tul ane Stadi um, we al l stood [
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Al | who seek the |l ove of Christ are welcome to Edwap8si ChofcRhandttbnsh
God and rejoice in the inherent worth, dignity, and gifts of every persc



Af ter chr oni cl i-wagsudtesses dndon theyvere lipnbed by institutional
raci sm, Woods describes how he i nternalize
stand even before the first strains of the [national anthem] begin, but what rises in my chest is less
my own expression of patriotism and more an artifact of the pride my father was forced to wrench
from the stingy grip of his country. € And wha
that beautiful music started and | rose to my feet at a Washington Nationals baseball game. If what
you saw was an unmitigated display of patriotism, you were wrong. My relationship to my flawed
homel and is too complicated for that.o

Most people would rather not talk about racism, especially white folks who are buffered from
its negative effects. ltds an inherently wuncom
every officer involved shooting of a person of color is racially motivated. But | also believe that no
one who follows the news and is honest with themselves could argue that none of them involve
racism. Between those rhetorical poles, we need a lot of conversation.

Matt Ufford, a Marine veteran of the Iraq war and a regular contributor to the sports web site
SBNati on. com, filed a video commentary titled
method. 6 It reminds me why | have so much res|
who swear an oath to defend the Constitution. Ufford respects the flag, but even more so he respects
the freedom of expression and the government accountable to the governed for which it stands.
Symbols have power.

Ufford closes his comments with this quest.:
by the cops. What was the first thing that flashed through your mind? Was it how can | get out of
this ticket? Where is my insurance card? ¢é Or
shot 2066

| value the police and their service. | believe the overwhelming majority are good people
doing a good job for the right reasons. But we all live in a culture that still struggles with race. Not
acknowledging that is refusing to deal with it.

May we keep seeking ways, in church and in our daily lives, to connect with all our neighbors,
so that we can all stand and be pulled together, and not apart.

Blessings,

Michael

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY & HOSTS NEEDED

From time to time we receive requests to use space in the church building from people and
organizations who are not regular, ongoing space users in the building, and whose requested time frame
is after hours, when no staff person is available. If we are inclined to accommodate these uses, we often
need someone (or some ones) related to the church willing to act as a paid host. Hosts would: be
present to welcome space users and lock up when they leave; be familiar, or become more familiar, with
the church layout; learn how to turn the sound system and lights in the sanctuary on and off; locate
extra paper goods for the bathrooms; and things like that. Training available! The standard fee charged
by the church for an event host/proctor is $75, all of which goes to the host/proctor. These space users
sometimes include organizations for whom we are willing to discount (or even waive) the customary
space use fee, but no one is available to watch over the building and act as host. Interested persons
should contact the office.
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Ah, the blessings of fall! Tapestries of color o
drape our surroundings, produce from § 2
gardens add choices of root vegetables, B
mums and cornstalks decorate lawns and
patios, falling leaves blanket the ground
beneath the tree from which they fall, .
humidity gives way to cooler temperatures bw
and the hours of daylight shorten. The e
beauty of this season never ceases to amaze e
me and for that | continually give our
Divine Creator thanks.

On October 30 , Reformation Sunday, &
during the Chancel Step time, a K.
personalized New Revised Standard [Ssss
Version (NRSV) of the Bible will be
presented to children in third grade and to older children who do not presently have one. This

is always a meaningful event in the faith journey of our youth. Parents, please let me know how

you would | i ke your childés name to appear in hi

Elsewhere in this newsletter is a flyer promoting an Opioid Awareness event. The opioid crisis

is a pastoral issue affecting many in our congregations. Attendees will hear from people who
have been helped and from two clergy who have been working with congregations to build, heal,
and strengthen relationships between those deeply affected by opioid addiction and faith
communities. If you would like to attend this event along with three of our deacons, Michael

and me, please let me know.

Catholic Charities, hoping to relocate up to 51 refugees in Northampton between October 1,
2016 and September 30, 2017 is recruiting volunteers for Circles of Care. Each Circle of Care
will be made up of 6 -8 individuals or families with a 6 -month commitment to help acclimate
refugees to the area. This could include, among other responsibilities, driving someone to an
appointment or helping the newly arrived to navigate the grocery store. Catholic Charities will
interview, vet, CORI and train all members of the Circle of Care who will be mandated
reporters. If you are interested in learning more about offering your gifts in this way, please let
me know.

Blessings,
Deb

Adult Faith Formation Offering
White Privilege: Let 0s Tal k

An i mportant, ti mely and sure tWhbeéeet Pangsf omghdt i
be held on the foll owithg30Tuiesdtalye eEéwamdgs Ro om:
November 8, November 22 and December 13. ht tTph:e/
privilege.ucPpegse. cogtact the church office if

( Not e: shoul d paetv elcuyepsadnatys fdoerc ifdiev et oweneekest, we wi



http://privilege.uccpages.org
http://privilege.uccpages.org

YOUTH GROUR, ATTENTION \
Edwards Church Y P f i s/
is open to those in Gradd<®6 COLLEGE S‘FUDENTS
We generally meet on the second an Please let us know your campus snail mail
fourth Sunday of the month from 11: and email address. We would love to keep
1:00 , with a few exceptions. Youth you up to date with what is happening |at
always welcome to bring a friend! Edwar ds, send you fa ¢
_ course send a box of cookies decorated by
2016-2017 Year Kick-Off! members of the youth group.
October 16 : 11:300 1:00 An Appeal for Legos
We wi || be gleaning f or Ip )%uchg\/eealnyq_ggos -I);oarpollon%e'rus@ Th
pick us up at 11:45 on State Street. Dress appropriatgiy; moore would be happy to add them to fhe
for weather conditions. Please see Deb Moore for |thfiection the Middler class has been using| to
required permission slip. replicate Bible stories. While we especially need
Lego people, all Legos will be ' graciously
October 23 : 11:3Gi 1:00 received.
Wedl |l be meeting in the |SuperSaturday 71Octobern 1
@ Keefe Technical Regi
Frami ngham, MA
Registration is now un
COMMUNION TABLE Super Saturday event _featurjng the Rev.
Laura E. Everett, Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Council of Churches, and
FLOWERS Angie Thurston and Casper ter Keule |of
Harvard Divinity School. This collaborative
The gift of flowers for the communion table in our effort of the Massachusetts, Connecticut éi\nd
sanctuary is a revered custom.The flowers may be given ulshle L e | CUlnigiEees @i iliis SEek
. ' features worship, fortynine workshops, g
to an ill or homebound member, or the donor may keepmarketplace, food and fellowship. s
them and give to whomever they wish.The flowers may be | \workshops are limited to 25 attendees early
of all kinds: wee plants from the grocery store, greensegistration is encouraged. Brochures and
gathered on a woodland walk, cut flowers from the groceryregistration forms are available in the
or from a local florist. Narthex. Carpooling will be arranged; plegse
let Deb Moore of Michael McSherry know |if
Persons who receive flowers from our communion table arg/ou are interested in attending.

always so surprised, grateful, and appreciative.

love for the church and for each other.

All dates for the month of October
are available. Please call or email
Janet Hemminger to select a date.

Many thanks,
Janet Hemminger

(413)584-1635 or

chuck.hemminger@gmail.com

Please
consider giving flowers as a wonderful way to express your

a few of the Middlers:

Peace is love, compassion, harmony,
calm. - Max

Peace is justice, forgiveness, harmony,
cooperation, freedom, equality, cats,
compassion.- Ben

Peace is freedom- August

Some thoughts on peace from


mailto:chuck.hemminger@gmail.com

Thank you to all who contributed to Prayers for a New School Year, printed belowA laminated sheet
of the prayers was made available to families.

PRAYERS FOR A NEW SCHOOL YEAR

May new teachers feel competent and joyful even as they feel afraid and insecure.

May Students feel that i1tds ok not to know an
themselves:

They are all worthy

We are all good enough this day and every day.

To a Bus Driver,
| pray that this will be a good trip through the school year, carrying the children to school this
year. May your vigilance and kindness bless each child who steps into your bus. Safe travels.

| pray to have good teachers at my new school. | pray that | can make the most of my education.
For students to balance work and study with play and reflection.

Strength and understanding for teachers.

Holy One,

May the students be blessed with open and curious minds.

May the teachers share in the joy of learning along with their students

and be supported in their efforts.

May the bus drivers, cafeteria workers and administrators value each student.

May all be filled with loving kindness throughout this new school year.

| hope | make good friends.

| wish you a good school year. Play and work with joy. Be kind to all the people you meet.

My prayer is for you to have a great new school year. | pray you will have inspiring teachers, who

will let you ask for help when you do not understand anything. May you be well nourished and have
time to relax.

May al |l the bus driver s, teacher s, teachersodo a
feel Gododés | ove and pass it on to the students
Grant the teachers wisdom to enrich our childr
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A WALKER SUNDAY

On Sunday, October 23, we wi | | be joined in wor :
arrangement of the folksong "Deep Peace" as wel
Heart." Our Minister of Music David Kidwell wil!/

People's Choice Concert

Th oke Civic Symphony will open its 50th al
23 at 3: 00 at Hol yoke Community Coll ege. mayi d
director and conductor.

The programming for this concert is the result ¢
top vote getters were The NMagmahdFRANWto®nMoODz®d®VvD'T &k
Symphony.

To celebrate its 50th season, the orchestra com
season. The commi SSi on f or t he Oct ober concert
Drwal ker will be present at the concert.

For more information, i ncluding a podcast about
awww. hol yokeci vicsymphony.org

COME TO PIZZA ‘N PIE CHARTS! Before September 8's MANNA
The entire congregation is invited to a fun, fall gathering on Board meeting in the Heritage
Room, a Jewish couple, Naocamd
Sunday, November 6 Joe, who are on the Board went
it e A e into the sanctuary because it was

lit up and the door was open (choir
rehearsal). They noticed the Vision
Statement and thought it was
beautiful and inspiring. To quote
Naomi, 'l think it is inspiring and a
wonderful idea to have it on the
wall as a continual reminder. It is
good to belong to a religious
community that ffee
agree. For me their comments are
really appreciated because |
especially like the Jewish

Hosted by the Stewardship Committee and the Diaconate

Come to enjoy delicious Filo’s pizza, salad and desserts

while learning about the church’s 2017 budget in a fun and informative way! philosophy of helping people and
If your last name begins with A-M, you are invited to bring 2 DESSERT TO SHARE healing the world.
Ifyour last name begins with N-Z, you are invited to bring a side or SALAD TO SHARE Carl Erickson
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http://www.holyokecivicsymphony.org

3EAI OAO 301 AAU #Al AA

| AOT AAO poh c¢cmpp

%OAOU EATIOACOBIOOAAAAO AAT OAOOAOO EAOGA | CI
COAAOGAO .1 OOEAI POIT T h &1IT OATAAR , AAAO | Al
OO0DPDPI DBRAITT AT AGO OEAT OAoOh Ai AOCAT AU Hi O«
OOOOEOAI OAOOGEAAOS , AOO UAAO DPAIT BI A |CAI
Atnmhnnn8nn &£ O OEA AAi PAECIT 8

AEEO UAAO 3EAI OAO 301 AAU &EIT OQA ¢
ol AAGA 1TTTE £ O 100 AOI AEOOA OEAOG8 xE)J O A
EAOA ET A Of ADEAINTOCACEDORMMMAWDWO AT A AAOAOEDO
POIT NEO 1T OCATEUAOET T O OEAO T AEA EO Al 1| xI
AU [ AEl AT A ET £ OI AGETT 11 EITx OF Ai1 AOA
7A xEI11l OOEI1 EAOA OI1 01 OAAOO AAT OAOOET C
AT A %AOOEAI POIT 18 01 AAOGA AT 1T OEAAO OAEE| C
AOEAT AO AT A AOEIT C I OAE TAAAAA OOOOAT AT A
T AAAS
41 OI1 01 OAAO T O A O 11T OA EIT Ap@uAQEIITO AH
Ol 1 O1 OCAAO»1 1 OOEAI BD®BI T OEAT OAOOOT AAU8BT O(¢
11 T £ OEA 1T REDUOACAEORGE ICA ABDOT COAT O 1T A nNE

MANNA Soup Kitchen Single Room Occupancy Project

Interfaith Emergency Shelter Grace House  Grove Street Inn
-1 +09% | $) &&%2%. # % ) . 4 (% ,) 6 %3 /|&

&/ 245.14% '3 [ 523%, 6%338
A(!' .+ 9/ 5A



mailto:volunteer@northamptonsheltersunday.org

I The ) ish Ch
Mak be a of ?Neestgel;n M::sc(l]ibasetcs
Aonpn

Sunday, November 6th, 3 PM
Congregation B'nai Israel
253 Prospect Street, Northampton

post-concert ice cream donated by Herrell’s!

All are welcome! Voluntary donations will benefit MANNA
Learn more at mannasoupkitchennorthampton.org
!\Jf.}ﬁtﬁﬁ or on Facebook at MANNA Soup Kitchen, Inc.
8
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2028017 Cot She Oeptember 2014
The I nterfaith Cot -B8phe D-mraéwwAsC i

and we here at Edwar ds S
the evening meal the t mo n
;\/Ig ;nb ers and _ friends of -Eug_geg B prneeagitmmaten, b t ee

purchasing food, Chi
di shes, packing up the Yoor midst otk sl waructh £ apod rta
providing a warm wel cor Lo o K ‘ tw
shelter guests. Il n the vwor. You're o Special grovp of Lolks, m &
wor ko each volunteer h &Amnm;gsjw; of
wor k; maybe to serve or ‘ t he
I f you are interested W o i B womsc el | S
pl ease |l et me know. T A :

With gratitude

588113 or frogamen C )it Vove. and appreciation

Many thanks a3ylit Cot th

season volunteers. Pl e Ameli&K“W he
Jan HemingeShauneen Kr

Susan Cook SAanmrdaehr sBorni g g
Heat her BelSarah Pease
Matt hew AndKerrissatn n Sch
Mi chael Mc Shoerrortyhy Mo | o
Mi chael TodSdonj a Wel ch
Deb Moor e Celi a Wel ch
Tom Derr Ki mel a Webb

Below are two in a series of descriptions of Edwards Church boards and committees.

The Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is an active group of up to 8 voted members with input from the Senior Minister
and Treasurer. We watch over the finances and physical buildings that comprise the church and our
property next door. We discuss upcoming projects and necessary maintenance for the churdie
participate in discussions with other committees to help in us#-building requests and how to help with
their financial needs. Annually we work alongside Stewardship and all other committees and boards to
set the upcoming years budget based on their needs and requeste Board of Trustees is a great way to
get to know many people in the church and help our congregation work towards our common Vision.

Faith Formation

The Board of Faith Formation, in conjunction with the Minister of Faith Formation oversees the
education ministry spanning all generations at the churchWe actively coordinate and plan activities for
church school children and their families, the youth group, adult faith formation opportunities, and

i ntergenerational events, wit hRedehtexansplesinclode éegiewwmg s i
and selecting church school curriculum, discussing youth group activities such as gleaning, planning the
next adult educational session OWhite Privilege:

opportunities for all to enjoy, such as another mindfulness series, an Advent poetry event, and a series
centered on the liturgical seasons of the Advent, Christmas, and Epiphanwe invite you to share your
talents with us by joining the Board of Faith Formation.

9



Sidney Letendre
Charles McCullagh
Henry C. Atwood
Elise Olson
Delores Thayer
Floyd Cheung
Robert Saalfrank

Judith Almeida

Susan Swift

Fumiko Brown

Sid Montague

Janice Batura

Nancy Flickinger

Daisy Chastain Letendre

Edwin O6Connor Janet Smith
Jennifer Gutterman
Notlen an effort to protect the digital identities of |our
newsl etter. Please contact the church office directly if
I's your bir tWeday | miksesitnog? nclude everyone, so please |[call
= =
We often say, and experience, that Edwards <chur
strengths is the friendship we celebrate each &
worship. Many of wus njoy extending t hat fr
when the coffee is hot, the snacks are abundant
Of course it doesnb6t happen automatically. The
the coffee, and é YOU do the rest. The snack d
try to spread this appeal out, so that only one
your part of the alphabet comes around, we hope
something to shar

October 2 - Last names with AD
Grateful as always, October 9 - Last names with EK
Tom Derr, October 16 - Last names with ES
for the Diaconate October 23 - Last names with 7Z

October 30 - Deacons Fellowship
=T =
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